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2016 RIO OLYMPLIC GAMES  
Assuming you haven’t lived under a rock over the past month you would know that the Olympics 

have drawn to a close.  The Australian Showjumping Team included: Matt Williams riding Valinski S; 

Scott Keach riding Fedor; James Paterson-Robinson riding Amarillo; and Edwina Tops-Alexander 

riding Lintea Tequilla.  

 

For the die-hard show jumping enthusiasts it was great that so much equestrian coverage was 

available on free to air television (albeit in the middle of the night).  It was also great to have a 

knowledgeable commentary team with Vicki Roycroft and Martin Gostelow at the helm.   

The show jumping competition was run over four days. The competition was strong and the courses 

were challenging (as one would expect at an Olympics). I was heartened to see that even elite riders at 

this level make mistakes and have the odd miss!  

While the standard of riding was fantastic, I was constantly in awe of these horses. The overall 

standard of horse that can be found internationally never ceases to amaze me. At one point I 

considered the prospect of selling off a lung and a kidney, then realised that it wouldn’t be enough to 

purchase 1/10th of a share in one of these beautiful and talented animals (let alone have the ability to 

ride one and do it justice).  

 

The Australian Team produced some lovely rounds and looked to belong at that level. One would 

expect nothing less from these riders who compete frequently against the best in the world.  However 

like we all know, the sport is full of highs and lows and some of the world’s best had issues. The 

Australian Team had an unlucky rail here and there and Scott Keach also had an unfortunate 

dismount. With the Teams Competition being based on a cumulative team score, the Australian team 

finished in a respectable 13th place.    

 

It was fantastic to see Matt Williams and Edwina Alexander both make it to the Individual finals (where 

the top 35 ranked riders compete). Matt finished in equal 28th place and Edwina finished in 9th place 

with 4 penalties.  

 

One cannot help but watch these events and be inspired to improve our riding and training.  

Congratulations to our Australian Team!!!!! Written by Fiona De La Mezzo.   
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NSW STATE TITLES WINNER 

On the 22
nd

 to the 25
th

 of August, the NSW State 

Titles were held in Sydney. We had a strong 

contingent from the ACTSJC attend and it is great 

seeing so many of our riders competing at that 

standard.  

 

A huge congratulations in particular needs to go to 

Emily Riley and Rhapsody in Blue who won the 

2016 NSW Senior State Title. Emily has produced 

Rhapsody in Blue herself from an unbroken 2 year 

old and deserves every win she gets. This is 

definitely a horse / rider combination to watch for 

the future.  Congratulations Emily! 

 

 

 

ACTEA OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD 

ACTSJC would like to congratulate Lesley Riley and Michelle Livanes who were joint 

winners of the ACTEA Outstanding Service Award for 2015.  Both have contributed 

substantially to jump club throughout the years and it is fantastic that they have been 

recognised for their efforts by ACTEA.  
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2016 ERIC HALTINER SHEILD 

FIRST ROUND RESULTS 
Ring One 
Class 1: 90cm Super Phase 

1st   Hannah Klep - Reprieve 
2nd  Sigi Schneider - Lucy 
3rd   Lucy Taylor - Phillipa 
4th   Felicity Moran - Hunter 
5th   Daniel Thullier - Yaramlea Cajun 
6th   Alyssa Hughes - Emmaville Pine 
 

Class 2: 1.00m Super Phase 
1st   Hannah Klep - Reprieve 
2nd  Daniel Thullier - Yarramlea Cajun 
3rd   Sarah Dreverman - Mel 
4th   Sarah Dreverman - Morgan 
5th   Lucy Taylor - Phillipa 
6th   Felicity Moran - Hunter 
 

Class 3: 1.10m Super Phase 
1st   Amanda Leyshan - Viva Unique 
2nd  Kristle Cross - Leo 
3rd   Sarah Dreverman - Mel 
4th   Kristle Cross - Little Bear 
5th   Fiona De La Mezzo - Andre 
6th   Sarah Dreverman - GT 
 

Class 4: 1.20m Super Phase 
1st   Emily Riley - Rhapsody in Blue 
2nd  Emily Riley - Lux 
3rd   Kristle Cross - Leo 
4th   Tim Dreverman - Retro Groovin 
5th   Sarah Dreverman - Junior 
6th   Vicki Bennett - Vince 
 

Class 5: 1.30m Super Phase 
1st   Amanda Leyshan - Viva Luna 
2nd   Mici Hyland - Stoneleigh New Edition 
3rd   Vicki Bennett - Glenwood Park 
Convince    

 
Ring Two 
Class 5: 60cm Super Phase 

1st   Lisa Macintosh - Henry 
2nd  Abbey Marron - Billy Elliot 
3rd   Madison Brighton - Blue Fly 
4th   Hayley Lennon - Sargent 
5th   Estella Manning - Cintra 
6th   Sally Townsend - You Know Who 
 

 
 
Class 6:  70cm Super Phase 

1st   Hannah Klep - Lyric 
2nd  Lisa Macintosh - Henry 
3rd   Joe McDermot - Clover 
4th   Alyssa Smith - Smoky 
5th   Sigi Schneider - Shrek 
6th   Abbey Marron - Billy Elliot 
 

Class 7:  80cm Super Phase 
1st   Hannah Klep - Lyric 
2nd  Felicity Moran - Titan 
3rd   Kayla Hogg - Razz 
4th   Alison Burgess - Hopper 
5th   Isabel Widdison - Springfield Dash 
6th   Grace Ross - Marylands Roadtrip 
  

Class 8:  90cm Super Phase 
1st   Kayla Hogg - Solo 
2nd  Isabelle Widdison - Springfield Dash 
3rd   Victoria Gibson - Emmaville Star 
4th   Sally Robert-Jones - Max 
5th   Zoe Hutchison - Rouge D'More 
=6th   Jessica Davies - Charlie 
=6th   Maggie MacDonald - Harley 
 

Ring Three 
Class 9: X-Rails Perfect Time 

1st   Sue West - Cody 
2nd  Madeline Burgess - Gold Rush 
3rd   Brydie Gaspari - Ricky 
4th   Sophie Donker - Arabella 
5th   Kim Gaspari - Ruby 
 

Class 10: 45cm Perfect Time 
1st   Brydie Gaspari - Ricky 
2nd  Max Netterfield - Bucky 
3rd   Abbie Marron - Toby 
4th   Estella Manning - Jigsaw 
5th   Amee McMillan - Russell 
 

Class 11: 55cm Perfect Time 
1st   Madeline Burgess - Maca 
2nd  Chloe Carruthers - Buggs 
3rd   Abbie Marron - Toby 
4th   Darcy O'Sullivan - Paymei 
5th   Max Netterfield - Bucky 
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2016 WINTER DEVELOPMENT CLINIC - SATURDAY 16 JULY 2016 

Canberra turned on a magnificent day for the ACTSJC Winter Development Clinic at 

Equestrian Park. Who’d’ve thought that just days earlier it had been snowing? We are 

truly blessed to have these wonderful facilities available to us to use, as the all 

weather sand arenas were the perfect stage to what would turn out to be a fantastic 

event. 

We arrived at just past 8am and it was a hive of activity with coaches being followed 

around by willing minions, eager to help set up the exercises and receive pearls of 

wisdom. Many hands made light work and the first riders were warming up before 

the official 9am start. 

The organisers did a great job canvassing the riders to see what we wanted to learn 

and then arranging us into groups that rotated around the exercises. There were six 

groups for three coaches so that meant the horse and rider combinations got an hour 

on the field and an hour off. The coaches just went all day – troopers! 

My first lesson was with ‘little Clint’ (Clint Beresford), whose focus was to help us 

become more aware of how we use our aids to communicate with our horses. Clint 

worked with us on our position and control, making sure we could correctly influence 

our horse’s rhythm and straightness. The gymnastic exercises over grids tested our 

control and accuracy over fences. I think I tested Clint’s patience as I kept getting lost 

and turning the wrong way! I blame it on old age! Clint remained kind and positive, 

helping us fine-tune each attempt. 

After a break I was over in Stephen Dingwall’s arena. Stephen had a show jump 

course set up with a variety of jumps – verticals, oxers, fill and no-fill fences, related 

lines and combinations. Stephen’s aim was to get us moving our horses up 

confidently to each fence and riding correctly between fences so that we gave our 

horses the best opportunity to jump well. Each of us, in our group of five, were given 

specific guidance on how to ride our horses. Some horses naturally lengthened, some 

were naturally collected, we had to learn to recognise what our horses were giving us 

and what we needed to help them with. For me, my mare goes boldly to the fence 

but gets a little strung out, so Stephen had me work at sitting her ‘up’ with her 

hindquarters coming through under her and not letting her plunge onto the forehand 



 

  The Related Line – ACT Showjumping Club Inc                                                                     September  2016  

     http://www.actsjc.com.au/ 

 

and drop the shoulder through corners. She naturally lengthens. I have to work on 

collecting her energy up. 

Lunchtime came up quickly and I was thankful for the lovely BBQ that was supplied 

by the club. I wasn’t able to get a coffee as the break was all too brief 

#firstworldproblems but it was enough to watch some of the other riders tackle the 

exercises and give my horse some well-deserved hay and water. I slapped on some 

sunscreen and wished for the umpteenth time that day that I had brought a t-shirt 

with me to change into. We couldn’t have asked for a more perfect day for this clinic. 

Saddled up for the third and final time, I headed over to ‘big Clint’s’ (Clinton van der 

Sanden) arena where four sets of trot poles and a few witches’ hats were set up. Big 

Clint then set out to torture the unfit ones among us. I was determined not to cry as 

we trotted around and around and around. My thighs screaming at me, they were 

burning.! Gosh I am so unfit. I need to do something about that. 

“Trot poles are good for you!” I heard Clinton say in an evil voice (I think he even 

smirked). “They help you get your horse responsive to the aids so that you have 

adjustable gaits. You need to be able to get the pace you want, when you want it.” 

Clint used the metaphor of gears in a car and it was like being back at school, playing 

a game in the playground. We were all asked to trot in a leading file and Clint called 

out various ‘gears’ that he wanted. “Ok prepare for 1st gear and 1st gear! Prepare for 

3rd gear and 3rd gear!” 

Once convinced we could all control our horse’s paces Clint sent us over the trot 

poles. Some placed close together, others further apart. Here is where our ‘adjustable 

trot’ was tested. Around the witch hat and drop into 1st gear – trot, trot, trot – then a 

few strides and open out into 3rd gear, don’t change that rhythm! My horse was 

good with this exercise and I didn’t get lost (bonus) what was surprising for me were 

the canter poles on an arc! 

Clint split the group and worked with us on our trot – canter – trot transitions on a 

circle over poles encouraging us to learn from observing each other. I found this the 

most difficult part of this set of exercises. My line went wobbly, I lost the canter, my 

horse jumped wildly over the second pole. It was a bit of an eye opener. 

The clinic program was really well put together with each set of exercises building on 

and complementing each other. The coaches were all very clear in explaining the 



 

  The Related Line – ACT Showjumping Club Inc                                                                     September  2016  

     http://www.actsjc.com.au/ 

 

purpose of each exercise and providing specific and immediate feedback to riders. I 

was given consistent feedback from each of the coaches who all encouraged me to 

work on my canter trot transition and gave me specific exercises to work with at 

home. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the clinic and am inspired to do more show jumping to improve 

on, what is, my weakest phase in eventing. 

Written by Di Ferguson 
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SHOWJUMPING INFORMATION NIGHT  

Did you know that there are 27 reasons why you can be eliminated in showjumping? 

Or that a six bar competition may not have six bars? On a cold night in July Michael 

Archer FEI L2 and EA L3 showjumping judge presented a rules information session for 

ACTSJC members and other interested people at the Kingston Hotel. This was an 

evening of opportunity, with Michael not only sharing his own experience of judging, 

giving examples from across all levels of competition, to also happily taking questions 

from the audience on all aspects of showjumping competition. The importance of all 

competitors knowing the rules is perhaps best illustrated in a case where a rider 

missed out on selection for the Olympic Games due to not completely knowing the 

rules. 

Michael discussed the updated EA National Jumping Rules which were effective as of 

1 January this year. Changes ranged from updating summer dress rules to horse back 

boot rule changes, reflecting growing concerns for horse welfare in our sport as well 

as human ones. Michael’s presentation gave us a judges eye view of a competition 

and how there is so much more to judging than using timing gear and counting how 

many jumps stay up. While honest mistakes happen in the ring, it is the responsibility 

of the rider to know the rules and what equipment is allowed. 

In addition to knowing rules it is also important for competitors to be mindful of 

basic etiquette at events. Turning up mounted, in correct dress (as per the rules) 

where possible during the presentation is particularly important at events which has 

sponsors present. 

The ACTSJC would like to again thank Michael for an insightful and informative 

evening and the Kingston Hotel for providing a warm and comfortable venue. The 

complete rules can be found at the EA site: The National Jumping Rules 

Written by Chris Atyeo 
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2016 CANBERRA CLASSIC 

On the 20
th

 and 21
st
 of August the ACTSJC ran the Canberra Classic.  Before I talk 

about the competition itself I first need to acknowledge the efforts that went into 

making this competition run smoothly (especially in the wet/cold weather).  Hours of 

work went into making the day possible and there are simply too many people to 

thank. From the behind the scenes logistics and administration, to the set up crew, 

judges, course builders, pole pickers, gate marshalls (and the list goes on) we 

sincerely thank you all.  

 

For those who attended, the Saturday provided some character building weather (I 

know I was questioning my sanity on several occasions) as it was freezing, wet and 

windy. However it was a testament to the competitor’s dedication (or questionable 

sanity) as riders forged ahead despite the weather. Thankfully Sunday provided us 

with some better weather with even some glimpses of sunshine. Full results are 

available on the website however the winners of the main classes in ring one were 

Amanda Leyshan riding Viva Luna on Saturday and Clint Beresford riding Emmaville 

Jitterbug on the Sunday. In ring two the winners of the main classes were Daniel 

Thullier riding Yarramlea Rastus on the Saturday and Hannah Klep riding Bucklebah 

Lyric on the Sunday. Well done everyone!  

Written by Fiona De La Mezzo      

 

IMPORTANT HELMET RULES UPDATE  

Australia’s helmet regulations are changing. Currently helmets with (BS) EN1384 

certification are legal in Australia, this is set to change and they will not conform to 

Australian safety standards from 2017. ACTSJC will start to ask riders to check their 

helmets in 2017. 

As of 1 January 2017 protective headgear must conform to one of the approved 

safety standards: 

* AS/NZS 3838 (current Australian Standard) 

* VG1 (interim European Standard) 

* ASTM F1163 (current US Standard) 
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST SOUGHT 

As we frequently say, many hands make light work. As such the club is looking for 

people who are interested in learning how to set up the new PA sound system. If 

you are interested please contact Christine Atyeo at chris@rotahead.com.au 

 

DOGS 

A reminder to all members that at any event whether it is a training day, clinic or 

competition day all dogs must be on leads and tied up at all times. Dogs are not 

to be freely roaming the grounds, even if it is only in the proximity of your truck, 

float etc. Dogs are not to be in the arena areas due to the issues that may be 

caused if they were to become loose. If people fail to adhere to these 

requirements we will be forced to ban any dogs at future events. 

FACEBOOK PAGES 

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook (ACT Showjumping Club) 

2016 CALENDAR 
  

Sunday 11th September – Second Round of Eric Haltiner Competition  

Sunday 18th September - Training Day 

Sunday 16th October - Training Day 

Friday/Saturday/Sunday 18/19/20 November - Show Jumping Cup 

Sunday 11th December - Training Day 

         

mailto:chris@rotahead.com.au


 

  The Related Line – ACT Showjumping Club Inc                                                                     September  2016  

     http://www.actsjc.com.au/ 

 

COMMITTEE 2015-2016: 

President   Peter Dingwall      Ph: 6226 8966 (H)     0411 149 118 (MOB) 

Vice-President  Vacant       

A/g Secretary  Fiona De La Mezzo / Chris Atyeo  

Treasurer   Julie Davies     

Public officer  Jennie Hutchinson Ph: 6254 7426 (H) 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
Chris Atyeo   Greg Ring  

Gregory Calder   Anthony Hassall 
Stephanie Davies   Grant Hughes    

Fiona De La Mezzo   Greg Vella 

Brigitte Cross   Claire Sturgess  

Isabelle Carpenter  Tim Dreverman 

Ella Fisher 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

Fiona De La Mezzo  Email: actshowjumpingclub@gmail.com 

Any ideas for future newsletters or website ideas always welcome.  

mailto:actshowjumpingclub@gmail.com
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